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Research on Soil Desiccation on Dry Farmland

in Semi-arid Area of LLoess Plateau

HU Wei,CHEN Yu*
(Institute of Crop Science, Yibin University, Yibin 644000, China)

Abstract: Soil desiccation on dryland in semi-arid area of Loess Plateau was studied at Guyuan,
Dingxi and Haiyuan. Soil moisture of dryland and the characteristics of desiccated soil layers were
analyzed for high and stable yield as well as soil water sustainable utilization in dryland of semi-
arid area of Loess Plateau. The result showed that average soil moisture of 0—600 cm soil layers
in various grain crop fields was 11.46% ,14.37% and 9. 27% respectively at Guyuan,Dingxi and
Haiyuan. Soil desiccation had already happened at all kinds of grain crop fields. Moreover, soil
moisture decreased, and thickness and distributed depth of desiccated soil layers in grain crop
fields increased gradually,as grain crop yield increased in semi-arid area of Loess Plateau.
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