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Abstract: Four bacterium strains degrading methamidophos and methylparathion were isolated
from contaminated soil by organophosphorus pesticide. Two isolates were identified as Bacillus
megaterium , one was B . licheni formis, and one belonged to the genus Pseudomonas. The degrada-
tion rate of two organophosphorus pesticides by the four isolates were over 90 % in culture after 7
days and the degradation rates were over 78% in soil after 30 days.
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