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Investigation on the Prevalence of Gastrointestinal

Parasites in Cervidae

ZHAO Jin-feng, NIU Shu-wan, DA NG Hai-liang, JIAN Fu-chun, ZHANG Su-mei
(College of Animal Science and V eterinary M edicines Henan A gricultural University, Zhengzhou 450002 China)

Abstract: To understand the prevalence of gastrointestinal parasites in Cervidae, four deer farms
in Henan province were investigated from 2006 to 2007. A total of 499 fecal samples were
examined and Coccidia, whipworm, and Cryptosporidium spp. were isentified, with the overall
infection rate being 3.81 % (19/499), 1. 40% (7/499), and 0. 40% (2/499), respectively. Different
species of deer showed somewhat difference in the infection status of parasites. Coccidia were
found in all the deer species, including sika deer, red deer, pere david’ s deer, and rein deer.
Whipworm was detected in sika deer and red deer. Cryptosporidium spp. was only found in sika
deer. There was difference in the infection rate of parasite among different age groups. Younger si-
ka deer had a relatively higher prevalence of Coccidia, whipworm was commonly observed in adult
deer. In contrast, Cryptosporidium infection was only found in 1-year-old sika deer (T he present
results provided abetter data reference for the curiation and prevention of parasitic disease in Cer-
vidae ).
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