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Abstract: In order to establish a simple, efficient and reliable method for selecting bacterium
strains synthesizing polyhydroxyalkanoic acids (PHAs), several screening methods were com-
pared. The results showed that the method of Nile blue dyeing was better than Sudan black dye-
ing. When colonies were dyed by Nile blue dissolved in acetone at 0.1% at 55°C for 10min, and
then visualized under UV (365nm), the positive colonies gave fluorescence. Therefore, Nile blue
staining method was a better way compared to other screening methods.
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