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M ethod of Collecting Small Size Phototaxis Insects at Night
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Abstract: The traditional method of light trap to collect smaller size insects at night had too much
trouble. The soft-body insects of Ephemeroptera, Neuroptera and Diptera stacked together after
shock death, which was difficult to separate and seriously affected the quality of specimens. A con-
venient and efficient collection method was presented here to solve the problem. Three logs prop a
white cloth and a row of yellow traps were hung before the white cloth. Brush oil to the yellow
traps before the black-light lamp was turned open.Smaller size phototaxis insects fall down the
yellow traps and were firmly stuck on them because of oil viscosity. The bodies were not damaged
as struggling only slightly. The larger insects generally did not fall down the yellow traps, so the
surface could always keep clean and pollution-free. The smaller size insects w ere evenly distributed on
the yellow traps which were of good integrity, very convenient for observation and collection. A
brush was used to gently sweep the target insects and preserve them in 75 % alcohol. The yellow
traps could be re-brushed with oil to reuse the equipment. The procedure was simple, and all of

the materials used were non-toxic and friendly for environment.
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05-11 4 54 12 106 152 239 101 115 783
05-13 59 270 305 551 420 153 91 94 1943
05-14 4 160 155 230 197 87 59 4 896
05-15 2 8 43 73 110 56 20 3 315
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