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Survey on Cryptosporidium Infection and

Identification of Species in Pet Guinea Pig
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(College of Animal Science and Veterinary Medicine, Henan Agricultural University,Zhengzhou 450002, China)

Abstract: In order to investigate the infection status of Cryptosporidium in pet guinea pig,a total
of 55 samples from pet market in Zhengzhou and 30 fresh stool samples from immunosuppressive
guinea pigs were examined by Sheather’s sugar flotation method. The results showed that the
Cryptosporidium infection rates were 12. 7% and 80% ,respectively. The oocysts were nearly cir-
cular, with size of 5.3 pym>X4.7 pm and a length to width shape index of 1. 11. PCR amplification
of the 18S rRNA,PCR-RFLP and sequencing showed that all the seven isolates were Cryptospo-
ridium wrairi ,indicating that the infection of Cryptosporidium in guinea pig was common after
immunosuppression,and the infection rate was significantly higher.
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